Science 9 Course Outline

West Vancouver Secondary 2016-17
Teacher: Mrs. C. van Maarseveen (in the school on DAY 2 ONLY)

Email: cvanmaarseveen@wvschools.ca  (Please contact me via email, but note that I don’t always check email on Day 1)

Website: http://vanmaarseveen.weebly.com/
Please check website regularly for homework and announcements, especially if you are absent!
Google classroom code: zgtsyl
Textbook: Nelson BC Science Probe 9 + supplemental material for the ecology unit
The science 9 curriculum has recently been updated. The course is built around four big ideas

	· Cells are derived from cells

	· The electron arrangement of atoms impacts their chemical nature.
	· 

	· Electricity is the flow of electrons.
	· 

	· The biosphere, geosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere are interconnected, as matter cycles and energy flows through them.
	· 


We will be investigating all four of these big ideas this year.

Tentative outline of topics

· Introduction/scientific method/what is science – September

· Matter and energy cycles – October-November

· Cells and reproduction – November-January
· Atoms, elements, and chemistry – February-April

· Electricity – May-June

The following items should be brought to class each day:

· Agenda

· Textbook

· Blue or black and Red ink pens

· HB pencil with an eraser

· Ruler

· 3 ring binder with dividers

· Lined loose-leaf paper
· Calculator (non-graphing) for electricity unit
The following items are not required; however, are recommended:

· Pencil crayons and/or colored pens

· White out

· Scissors

· Protractor and compass

Getting help (this might be the most important thing on your course outline)
Students often find they need extra help. If you would like to get extra help, please make an appointment so we can get you on the right track again. Make sure you get help right away; often 5 minutes before or after school will allow you to understand a concept so much better. I look forward to working with you this year!

Successful Work Habits

· Be on time to class

· Hand homework/class-work in on time

· Come to class prepared to work (with all materials)

· Maintain an organized binder

· Participate in classroom activities and discussions

· Behave appropriately (according to school and class expectations)

Evaluation: Cumulative Grading

This year our system of calculating marks is a continuous grading system throughout the year. This means that your grade at each reporting period will be calculated as a cumulative percentage which will include assessment for all of your learning from September forward.

Classroom Assessment

Assignments (class-work, homework, group work,
40%  

labs, activities, etc.)*

Quizzes
 and tests




60%

Expectations

We will establish classroom expectations together early in the year.  Please keep in mind that the school’s code of conduct is in effect at all times and as such you are expected to behave appropriately.
Science 9 Goals

You can succeed in science 9, but it might require more work than you did in science 8. We will be setting goals at the beginning of each term. These goals are to help YOU focus on what you want to achieve and how you are going to get there. Your goals should be 

· Specific

· Attainable

· Challenging (but not impossible)

Goals do NOT need to be grades. A goal might be “do my homework every night” or “study before each test” or “write neatly on assignments and homework”

For each term’s goal, record one thing you can do to help you reach that goal, and have your parent/guardian initial to indicate that they have read and support you in these goals.

	Term
	Goal
	Step(s) to help you reach your goal
	Initial (parent/guardian)

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	


Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understood the expectations of this course.

_________________________________
_____________________________  __________

Student name





signature


date

_________________________________ 
____________________________   ___________

Parent name





signature


date
* Assignments will be given on a regular basis and must be handed in on time at the beginning of class








