EARLY HISTORY OF ATOMIC THEORY
· Before anybody had theorized the existence of indivisible particles, the common belief was that all material things on the earth consisted on various combinations of four different “elements.” These were earth, air, fire, and water.

· Then along came Democritus (c. 470 – 380 BC). He theorized that eventually a piece would be obtained which was as small as it could be and thus would not be subject to further division. 
· Democritus rather fittingly decided to call these particles atomos, which meant “indivisible” in ancient Greek. This is the term from whence the modern-day term “atom” is derived.

· This doctrine of indivisible particles soon became known as atomism.
· Democritus erroneously believed that the properties of substances were due to the atoms of which they consisted of having different shapes and sizes.

· Sadly, however, Democritus did not have access to such compelling and convincing evidence as we have acquired in the 20th and 21st centuries, and thus could not prove his theory.

· Another reason that he could not procure any proof of his marvelously thought out theory was that, interestingly enough, philosophers of the time did not experiment, but instead attempted to understand the elusive and mysterious oddities of the universe through arguments of first principles.

· As a result of all this, the vast majority of people did not accept his theory of atomism, which remained largely unpopular and unheard of for almost 2,000 years after his death.

· Other atomism theorists included Epicurus (342 – 270 BC), and Titus Lucretius Carus (95 – 55 BC).
· Lucretius even wrote a poem about atomism, which survived through the centuries. One might attribute the survival of the theory of atomism solely to the existence of this poem, for the remaining writings of Democritus are very sparse.
