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Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen was a German physicist who lived between 1845-1923. His accidental discovery of x-rays in 1895 changed the fields of physics and medicine.
Roentgen was exploring the path of electrical rays passing from an induction coil through a partially evacuated glass tube. Although the tube was covered in black paper and the room was completely dark, he noticed that a screen covered in fluorescent material was illuminated by the rays. He later realised that a number of objects could be penetrated by these rays, and that the projected image of his own hand showed a contrast [image: image2.jpg]


between the opaque bones and the translucent flesh. He later used a photographic plate instead of a screen, and an image was captured. In this way an extraordinary discovery had been made: that the internal structures of the body could be made visible without the necessity of surgery.. Through additional experiments, he also found that the new ray would pass through most substances casting shadows of solid objects on pieces of film. He named the new ray X-ray, because in mathematics "X" is used to indicated the unknown quantity.
One of Roentgen’s first experiments late in 1895 was a film of his wife Bertha's hand with a ring on her finger. For his brilliant experimental work, Roentgen received the first Nobel Prize,in 1901. 
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 http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/1901/rontgen-bio.html
http://imagine.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/people/Wilhelm_Roentgen.html
http://www.windows2universe.org/people/modern_era/roentgen.html
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/broughttolife/people/wilhelmconrad.aspx
